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Ranan Lurie
A STAR OF DAVID

hoever sand

a piciure is

worth a thouw-

sand words
has underestimated the
work of Ranan Lurie.
Lurie's caricatures, puh-
lished in 100 countries,
gxpose international bead-
ems (sometimes with their
pants down) and portray
events with great humaor,
They are also imbued
with keen political insight
and wncanny foresight.
Gilobal leaders recognize
that “Lurie’s Opinion,”
appearing as a weekly
page 10 Time faterna-
siownal, offers much more
than a good laugh with
one’s morming coffee: it
influgnces political opin-
iot—sa0 much so, former
Prime Mimster Nakasone
of Japan mvited Lurie 1o
a special luncheon in an
attempt to mollify the
artist's future depictions
of him, Syndicated in
1,092 publications, with a
daily readership of 102
millicn, Lurie has earned
a place in the Guinness
Wiarld Bk of Recovas as
the world's most widely syndicated
political cartoonist,

With a white Rolls-Royves parked
in the 300 foot-long drveway keading
tor is 36000000 hormee, Lurie is hardly
a starving artesl, He derdes political
agendas and antagonizes terrorist
organizations in his carloons, so his
home is well guarded by stne-of-the-

Abdics Agiaia. Ui | i insl

vears later, his work was
symdlicated in 12 republics
of the former LISSE

ho is Ranan
Lurie?
He doesn't
answer. He side-sieps a
request to draw a cari-
cature of himself. Yer,
he does not hesitate 1o
say that he recognizes
his faults. He's short-
tempered and can easily
end up in a scrape. He's
g perfectionist with
wvery little tolerance for
inCOmpeienee.

Besides that, Ranan
Lurie. a 6th generation
[sraedi. was bom in Egypt
in the wealthy home of
hi= paternal grandfather
who migrated to Egypi
from Palestine in 1917,
When Lurie was 1-day-
old, he and his parents
returned to their home
Ll Anaw

The Jerusalem
Research Institute for
Jewish Genealogy Found
that the Lurie family for-
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art secunty and his German shepherd
Aanie, who is known 1o attack suspect
VIS LOTE,

The Sovier KoGB, once demanded
that The Lovedon Times discontinue
Lurie%s ant-Communist cartoons ar
face the expulsion of 118 correspon-
dents in Warsaw and Moscow, Lurie
ignored them and amazingly, a few

bears trace back to the
Howise of David. Among
S0 great mames who grace the Lurie’s
past are Dr. Sigmund Freud, Karl
Marx, Rabbi Isaac Lurie. the founder
of Lurianic Kabbalah and Rashi, the
greatest of bibdical commentators.
Ranan, which means fresh in
Hebrew, is very creative, “In faet,”
Lurie savs, “Judaism s a religion of
ereativity: in that regard, [ am very rel-




grows, Creativity is mv reli-
gion, If vou analyze Jewish
philcsopy and its way of life,
visu will find theint Judaism is
made up of rules that free the
i for creativity, A persons
duty on this earth i o move
forward through creativie.”

Lure also expresses his
crealivity in oil portraiture.
On July 24, 1977, Lurie's
“Expandable Painting.” a
form of painting that starts
imssde o house and continues
oulside, was the subject of a
full page article in The Mew
Yoork Tinees. On January 2,
199, Lurie was granied a
United States Patent for cre-
ating & braking system that
viaries intensities of light and
sound 1o warn motonsts of
rapid stops. To some extent,
he his perpetuated his “reli-
gion" by instilling the spinit of creativ-
ity into his four children.

Ithough Luries pen can cull ke

a sword, no one cin accuse him

of hiding behind us work, Al
14, amidst hostilities and violence, a
voung Lurie joined the Irpun {Izrael’s
underground army st the tme of mde-
pendence): 1 told them | was 16
because 1 wanted 1o join a combat
unit. nol spend my tme sticking peam-
phlets on walls, Belore long, | ended
up in the top uni.”

It was also not long before the
happy memory of his bar mitzvah (he
was appoinled captain of his soccer
feam) wis supplinted by memories of
war. Duning Pesach, in 1948, the voung
artist sulfered severe wounds 1o his
mght hamd. One third of his unit was
Towst tm commbant in Taffa,

Lurie then joined the Isracli
Defense Forces before he was 16,
again lying abowt his age, He became
a combal soldier. was enrolled in
fighter pilon school (though he washed
oyl for fying too low over the beach
at Herzliva) and was the youngest
army officer in the history of the
Izraehi army, With a wide grin Lurie
admits, =] always did exactly what I
wanted,” This upser his father who
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Former Prims: Minister Makasone of Japan with Luria.

contacted a general and asked, “Are
we in 2uch a desperate need that kids
have 1o fight for us? My som is not
even 17 years old.”

The general, after looking into the
matter, responded, “1 am afraid we
have a small prohlem: your son is
already an officer.”

By the time Lurie was 17, he was
also a cartoonist at Maeariv, the daily
Israeli newspaper—a profession that
did not please his father. A 20, he
graduated from the Jerusalem
College of Aris and published the
first of his ten cartoon books. When
he was 24, Life magarine published
two pages of his cartoons. The New
York Times was publishing him on o
regular basis. He became an accom-
plished journalist and editor-in-chief
of Tavel, a news magazine pubhshed
in Tel Awiv in the "5k

In spite of his success, Lurie’s
father maintained that there were
only four viable professions: acoouni-
ing (his fathers), law, medicine. or
engineering. When Lune’s younger
brother, Oded. said he too, wanted 1o
be a cartoonist: “My father pul down
the paper he was reading. ook off his
glasses and looked at my brother with
a serious gaze, Then, In a warning
tone he said “What! Do you wanl 1o

end up like vour brother
Ranan?" S0 ioday my
broiler is a CPA.”

B LT Y e

i August of 1954, a five-

page article written by

Lurie appeared in Muoari:
It was the story of how he
boarded the Egvpiian Navy's
flagship while posing as an
Australian journalist in
Veniee and carned Israels
highest writing award.

It happenad while Lurie
served as a reserve officer
on  an lsraeli  frigate
anchored less than 200
meters away from the
Egvpian ship, Determined
to board her, he assumed
the name William Brown,
rented a pondola and
approached the well-
guarded Domyat 44, With
an ingratiating smile. he introduced
himself io the senior officer, and gol
his name, Mustafo. He then asked for
a tour of the ship and o meel the cap-
tain. Although he expected a refusal
he also knew there would be a champes
of guard a1 four o'clock, a time wseally
pssigned 1o junior of ficers

Lurie returned later that day, and
s expected found a junior officer on
duty. *Tell me, is my pood (riend
Mustafa on duty?” Lune asked, “He
promised to give me a tour of the
ship,” The voung officer, apprehensive
about Mustafa's “good friend,”
allowed Lurie to board the flagship.
With his great charm and chutzpah,
Lurie charmed the officers and speni
more Than twa hours drinking
Egyplian coffee. plaving hackgammon
and tourng the ship—including the
ammumiion poom. He took many pac-
tures with his gracious hosts, including
ane in front of a Me-mm anti-aircrafi
connon, which was not supposed o be
photographed.

The Egvptian officers further vio-
lated security by telling him that Egyp
was planning a military action against
Iseael within the vear. Cold sweat ran
dovwn Lurie’s spine as one of the junior
lieutenams said, <17 one of those dirty
Israelis ever falls into my hands, 1
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“A PERSON'S DUTY OM THIS

EARTH

IS TO MOVE FORWARD

THROUGH CREATIVITY."

would know what to do with him,”
and then with a decisive hand maotion,
cut across his neck with his finger from
car bo car.

When they returned o Egvpa, five
of the Egyptian officers were arrested,
In 1977, when Lurie intervaewed Sadal
in Cairo, the Egypiian Pressdent shook
his finger at him and said, 1 have not
forgoiten what vouw did 1o my men,”

In the meantime, Lune became a
hero in Israel. “It made things very
casy with the girls,” he says.

mwar Sadat is but one ol 1he
many prominent individoals
that Lurie has met and imer-
viewed. But prior to those meetings,
there was one more wir to be won; the
Six Day War. While [srael was grow-
ing vulnerable and absorhing the

hatred of five hostile Arab neighbors,
Lune was in Monireal, invided by the
Canpdinn Jewish Congress to exhibit
ol Expo 67 lsracli pavilion,

Lurie, & reserve major in the para
troopers, was told things looked very
grave. He desperately tried to get a
seal on the next available flight 1o
Mew York, but thanks to his friend,
Charles Bronfman, he was ahle 1o
hatch a private planc ride.

O May 29, 1967, Major Ranan
Lurie commanded a unit of 3K men
on the Jordanian border, =Ohr
brigade s misskon was (ostop the pene-
tration of fordanian and Iragi troops
into the lsraels narmow neck, and pre-
venl them from cutting the country in
half™, { Life, June 30, 1967.)

Because Lune insisted his men dig
deep trenches, they survived severe

Dahlia and Fuval it in the foreground.

shelling, while mumny Israchi soldicrs in a
nearty umil were wounded and killed. If
e uml wis shaken up by the shelling,
its fears were allayed when Lurie
recerved i notice from intellipence say-
mng that half the Egyptian air force had
been destroyed. Their first mission
wis over, [Ewas time fo move on.

Lurie and his wnit were then
ordered to capture Bamin, an intersec-
tion. “Ranan.” said his commanding
officer, “it’s vital and it's urgent, So,
forget about common sense and gel
there!” Luric ordered two jeeps and
two tanks o create an advanee ¢ol-
umn, and sitting on the hood of the
first jeep, entered deep into Jordansan
termitory,

When Lurie came face to face with
4 Arab Legionnaires, he realized his
tanks had fallen behind and thar there
werg only seven other soldiers with
him. Instinctively, he felt the Arabs
believed that the Isracli army was
behind him on the other side of the hill
and ordered his soldiers 10 charge,
“We rushed toward the Arab Legion,
velling and shooting like mad, All of
them turned and started to run,
Eventually they gave themselves up 10

Lurie draws & portrait of Yiczhak Rabin 35 years age at the Lurie residences in Herzliya, lsrael. Rabin's childres
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the main task force.
“Five of the [Arab| sol-
diers were wounded in
thesir behinds by our bul-
lens.” [Life] In six days,
Israel gained an unprece-
dented victory.

Raman Lune sucoess-
fully completed his call
tor arrns and rejoined his
family in Monreal,

new chapter of
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his life began in

19658, when Life
magazing invited him to New York to
Joimn the magazine as resident poditical
coartoomsl and cover artist, He has
since served as senior analyst and
palitical cartoomist for D5 News and
Werrld Keprori, for Japan's leading
newspaper Asall Shirbue, for Wes:
Germany's DMe Welr and for the
London Tinees, Lurics cartoons con-
tinue wy be syndicated by Canooncws
International. He's done imterviews
with Lyndon Johnson, Jimmy Caner.
Ronald Reagan, Hosni Mubarak,
Golda Meir, Menachem Begin,
Yitzhak Rabin. Lech Walesa and
meany, many others.

Lurie confesses that the most
unnerving of all interviews was
his encounter with President
Ferdinand Marcos of the
Philippines. In 1983, Lurie trav-
cled to Manila and offered to
interview Marcos, if Marcos
would allow himself to be
attached to o e detector to dis-
miss mternational suspecion thil
he was responsible for the mur-
der of Senptor Aguino, Muarcos
replied, “What a wondertul wlea.
1 am sorry 1 did not think of it
mvself.”

Later that afternoon Lurie
was summoned by the Mimisier
of Information to the hotel lobby
bar. *I do not think the interview
= i good idea,” the mindster said
“But President Marcos thought
it was a fabulous opportunity 10
show his mnocence,” swd Lurie,

The Minister reminded Lire
that he had a beautiful wile and
four lovely children and sad he

didn't wani to see anything bad hap-
pen io them. He strongly suggested
that Lune get on the momming flight to
Tokyo, which thev had already
reserved for him. Lurie caught the
flight out of there.

[ one were 1o take, ai face value,

Lurie’s recent cartoon depicting

Peres and Clinton dancing topether,
ome mighl puess Luric fecls that [sracl
and America are on the same leam. 5o
as Lune rechnes i his office char wath
his legs resting on the paper shredder. |
shifl o his Favorite subject, polites,

As an [sraeli and as o political an-
Iyst, Lurie believes the attempl 1o

make peace with the
Palestinians was a very
smart move on Israel’s
part (since now the
world knows that lsracsl
wanis peace). But he
doesn't think it has much
chance of success. He
feels that Rabin, in his
heard, knew he had to go
throwgh the motions bt
did not trust Arafal.
Lurie savs, “Arafat is
catitled to dislike Tsracl
and to fight what he
thinks is a just Palestinian war. For
Arafat, peace is another kind of
weapon 1o achieve his goals. He will
di it by hook or by crook.”

Luric firmly believes that for there
to be & viable peace in the Middle
Eust, surrounding Arab countries will
have to be cateporically and absodutely
democratic. Lurie explains that if
Assad goes to war and loses 1O
min. hie has no one to report o, When
[srael loses even ten men, the prime
minister has to report to each home.

Lurie metaphoncally expresses
another regson why pesce won'l work:
“There = no way you can have a beail-
tiful flourshing home in a slum. 1f
your standard of living is too
much beyond that of your
neighbors, vou become a prime
targel and are poimg (0opel inlo
trioube,”

He zees Israel a3 an objec
of grean jealousy for the Arab
world, Lurie also feels that the
[fanians, who are backing
Asaad who in tarn is backing
the Hezbollah will not allow
any real peace,

Ranan Lurie i3 a man of
action, not a contemplator. He
dhoesn T waste his time, but grabs
opportunity in each moment. In
fact, he admits that there are not
enough momenis in each day
and says he B working on creat-
ing the 25th howr, When [ asked
[Lurie what he would deaw if he
had 1o desw his last castoon, he
savs, =1 would draw the hottest

lfmplan

news story of the day, as 1 do
each and every day.” TPy




